What's in a Name?
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Winterslow Winterslow \/i[(age Hall

n 1992 a cqolﬁe sﬁoy was established in the Vi([age 9—[11[[, oyening from 10 to 12 each week z{ay.
Wﬁy was ruﬁfes the choice of name in the comj)etin’on to name the venue?
The answer is stmigﬁt forwarc[. Winterslow is steqoeaf in the ﬁistory of tmﬁfe ﬁunting.

T ruﬁfes have held a certain mystique for manyéﬁears in ﬁistory as well as tmfay, but fust what is that that makes them
S0 S}Jeciaﬁ T ruﬁfes have a[ways been in demand and as their su Jo[ has been [imite tﬁey etched a ﬁigﬁ jarice, Eecoming
renowned as a luxury item. Charles Dickens once wrote “T7 ruﬁ:é, ike caviar, are things of which many talk who never
saw or tasted them.”

ﬂ-(istory shows that tmﬁfes were common in T,ng[am{ and nomﬁfy in the South in counties like Wiltshire where co(fecting
tmﬁfes became a cottage incfustry as ear[y as the 17th century and continued until the earfy part of the 20th. Our

}Jan’sﬁ became famous for its truﬁe hunters, who a}o};(ieaf their skill across Dorset, Summerset, ﬂ-(amysﬁire and Beyoncf;
incfu(ﬁng the Isle of wigﬁt

Our yam’sﬁ became SYNonymous with truﬁfe ﬁunting as the Collins fami(y,
syecﬁ"icaﬂ’y tﬁrougﬁ the ex]ofoits cf Eli Collins, who was said to have
connections with all the titled famiﬁes in the southern counties rigﬁt up

to the rgoe old age of 83.1n tod?/s Joar[ance the Collin fami[y a}o]aeared to

“have cornered the market” send his ﬁnd’s all over the country.

One of ‘Eli’s closest supporters was Lord Radnor of Longforcf Castle,

Salis ury who it is Eeéved gave him his famous velvet coat. In 1861 truffle
hunting came under threat as it was deemed trespassing and also a “licence
for locals to undertake vagrant activities and carry out }aoacﬁing”. Eli’s close
contact with the gentry }Jaicf oﬂ: when in response lord Radnor gave him a
testimonial smting “E[i Collins has been a%wecf to hunt for truﬁes on my
‘Estate for near(y 45 vyears, commencing to do so with his fatﬁer - he has
never cfum’ng that time encroached in any way; and has conducted ﬁimseg

respectably

Hunters started Ey using pigs, but this arrangement soon ended when cﬁ)gs
were introduced and found to be just as effective, easier to train and useful
for other activities. T} ﬁe{favourec{ dog was a poodle type which had a thick

: }arotective cur(y coat. ?lg"re({ Collins best c[og was ‘Major, a cross }7000{ e - terrier. ?lggrecf recounted/;/ﬁat a S}mm’arcf used to
come over afum’ng the truﬁfe season, feaving the (fog with locals when he returned. Because of their }aoyu[am’ty amongst the
gentry Prince Albert gave Queen Victoria two white truﬁfe cfogs in 1842.

. 1In 1860 the Government of the cfay introduced a ”c[og tax fevy” which included tmﬁ?e aﬁ)gs which resulted in a petition

Frd! ﬁeing sent to the House of Lords.

q‘,‘d “We, the mefersignec[ Poor ‘Men (f the }mm’sﬁ of Winterslow, in the county of Wilts, do humbly solicit the attention cf

our Honourable House to our humble Petition. CBeing _poor [aﬁouring men, mostfy with [amiﬁ}gs and ageaf, and ﬁ’ving in

a woocfy district of the county, where there is a great many English truffles grow, which we cannot ﬁmf without cfogs, we
do tﬁerefore Eeey and use a small yuefcf&e sort of dog wholl Y an. sofe[y or that and no other purpose; and, as it is in the
winter season of the year when we gather them, when labourers is generally on the excess in our neighbourhood, we often
are enabled by the aforesaid dogs to provide a subsistence for our ngmifies, otherwise we should often be a burden to the
}aan’sﬁ; and as it hath been carried on by our ancestors for genemtions past without }Jaying any tax for the Jogs; but as

: the tax is now levelled Upon us, viz. twe[\%fe sﬁi(fings per year, and as we have to Eeey our dogs six months when we have no

, use for them, it presses so ﬁeavy upon us that without redress we shall in most cases, be ob igeaf to make a sacm;ﬁce of our

cﬁ)gs, and tﬁereﬁy become a burden on the yan’sﬁ...”

f This heralded the death knell for truﬁfe ﬁunting, which gradha[f declined into an occ?ation which did not pay.
e

y With the retirement qf the last }91’0fessiona( truﬁqe hunter .‘Zlffre Collins in the 1930s t truﬁfe hound became a fasr
c[isa}?peming breed.
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